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Ngbraska Democrats

985 So. 27th Street ¥ Lincoln, Nebraska 68510
(402) 434-2180  800-742-0025 % FAX (402) 434-2188
Web Address: http://www.nebr-demaocrats.org
e-mail: nebrdems®@inetnebr.com

€

October 21, 1998 mLiP) L! 5)3(&

Retha Dixon -
Federal Election Commission -
999 E St. N.W. L
Washington, DC 20463

Dear Ms. Dixon:

As requested in your letter of October 15, 1998, we have addressed the defect in the
complaint letter filed with the Federal Election Commission on October 7, 1998. Please
note that supporting documentation for our complaint was included with our first letter, If
you have additional questions, please feel free to call the Nebraska Democratic Party at
402-434-2180.

Singerely,

e

Anne Boyle, State Chair
Nebraska Democratic Party

Paid for by the Nebraska Democratic Panty



085 So. 27th Street % Liricoln, Nebraska 68510
(402) 434-2180 % 800-742-0025 % FAX (402) 434-2188
Web Address: http://www.nebr-democrats.org
e-mail;: nebrdems@inetnebr.com

Oct. 21, 1998

Office of General Counsel
999 E St. NW

Federal Election Commission
Washington D.C. 20463 i

Dear Office of General Counsel:

The Nebraska Democratic Party wishes to submit a formal complaint with the Federal
Election Commission. We are alleging possible violations of federal election campaign-
laws by Nebraska Attorney General Don Stenberg during his bid for the U.S. Senate in:.-
1995. We are requesting an FEC investigation to determine whether Attorney General
Stenberg or his contributors violated any federal laws.

This complaint raises questions about the nature of Attorney General Stenberg’s ties to
Thousand Adventures, Inc., a Nebraska-based campground company, and the legality of
$9,400 in federal campaign contributions from the company’s owner, the owner’s
relatives and the company’s employees to Stenberg’s Senate campaign. The complaint
seeks an answer to the following question:

» Did money laundering occur in an attempt fo circumvent individual campaign
contribution limits, including the laundering of funds through the accounts of a
12-year-old boy and three company employees?

This complaint is being filed because of concerns that Attorney General Stenberg may
have a conflict of interest with Thousand Adventures for not pursuing an obvious case of
fraud. Did Thousand Adventures in effect buy off Stenberg and buy its immunity from a
lawsuit with campaign contributions?

BACKGROUND ON THOUSAND ADVENTURES

Stenberg’s close association with Thousand Adventures, Inc. was exposed by the Omaha
World-Herald in a Sept. 7, 1998 investigative report (See Attachment A). The former
campground company, based in Blair, Nebraska, filed bankruptcy in 1997. About 70,000
members paid $6,000 each for access to the company’s 58 campgrounds across the
country. Those campers are now left with 20 campgrounds under the management of a
different company with no assurance that these facilities will continue to stay open.

In all, 21 states filed consumer fraud lawsuits or took some form of iegal action against

Thousand Adventures to prevent the company from selling memberships. The company
failed to maintain or keep campgrounds open, made false and deceptive statements about

faid for by the Nebriska Democratic Pany %



the value of memberships and consumers’ ability to obtain refunds or sell their
memberships; promoted campground facilities that did not exist; engaged in illegal debt
collection practices; and changed terms in contracts by imposing additional and
unexpected charges to members. (See Attachments B and C).

While several states sought to protect their citizens by filing lawsuits against Thousand
Adventures, Nebraska Attorney General Don Stenberg opted against the fraud suit in the
company’s home state despite more than 300 consumer complaints filed with his office.
As Doug Napier, the attorney for a class-action suit on behalf of Thousand Adventures’
70,000 members pointed out in the World-Herald, "If the Nebraska Attorney General’s
Office had investigated and closed down the Nebraska home office, it would have had the
ripple effect of providing protection to people throughout the United States.” (See
Attachment A).

FEDERAL CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS TO DON STENBERG

David Vopnford, the owner and CEO of Thousand Adventures, six of Vopnford’s family
members and three employees donated a total of $9,400 to Stenberg’s U.S. Senate
campaign in 1995. Five contributions of $1,000 each and one $500 contribution were
made on June 28, 1995 in the names of three employees, Vopnford’s 12-year-old son,
Leif Vopnford and two other family members. (See Attachment D). We believe these
contributions are suspect for the following reasons:

» Federal law allows minors to make contributions as long as they understand what
they are doing and as long as the money was not given to them for that purpose. Was
the money given to 12-year-old Leif Vopnford for that purpose and did he fully
understand the nature of his action?

» Did the three employees voluntarily make campaign contributions with their own
personal funds or was the money laundered through their separate checking accounts
to get around the federal contribution limits of $1,000 per individual?

Y

The timing of the contributions is intriguing. In addition to the three employees, three
family members, inciuding the 12-year-old boy, made their contributions on the same
date, June 28, 1995, Was this sheer coincidence or were these contributions arranged
by David Vopnford and Thousand Adventures?

Thank you very much for giving this matter your serious attention. We will be looking
forward to your response, and in the meantime, if you have any questions, please feel free
to contact me or the Nebraska Democratic Party office at 402-434-2180.

Sincerely, Y , 22nd
[»:L(/% e \) e /”f, cS);}‘t())scribed lagggswom to before me on this ZP? day

Anne Boyle, State Chair V  fnece /%%/M"‘

Nebraska Democratic Party

Enclosures . A GENERKL NOTARY-State of Nebtaska
il JANICE K. McCARTY
My Comm. Exp. Sept 27, 1599




0 ATTACHMENT D
REPORT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
FILED

For An Authorized Committee
{Summary Page)

Y 1. NAME OF COMMITTEE {in full
e JAN 3 11396
3 E Don Stenberqg for U.S. Senate
z g ADDRESS [numbar and sireel) D Check f diterent than graviously reparted “"-“S-EEHEEA.R-VBF-S-‘]:A:]:E;""
=S
«Q
s g P.0. Box 80547 2. FEC STy T T T — e
b % CITY. STATE ana ZIP CODE STATE/DISTRICT €00301549
: 3. 1S THIS REPORT AN AMENCMENT?
@ -{Lincoln, NE 68501-0547 Mebraska (] ves NO
4. TYPE OF REPORT
G Apri 15 Quanerly Rsport r_j Twelth day regort praceding s
B {Tyoe of Etectan)
[} July 15 Quanery Regon alection on in the State of
) P
__JII *Qctober 35 Quarterty Report D Thirteth day report tollowing the General Election oa
< January 31 Year End Repont in the State of
D Jduly 31 Mig-Year Heport (Non-etection Year Only) D Taermination Hepont
This repor contang
activity lor . @ Prmary Election l:] Gsnerat Election D Soecial Eleclion [:I Runot! Electon
= \ SUMMARY
- P COLUMN A COoLumnN B
5. Covenng Penod 7/1/9 3\ through 12/31/95 Thia Peried Catgndar Year-(o-Date

$ 117,355,41 $ 166,090.60

6.  Nat Comrbutions (othar than foans) N

{3a)  Total Contrbutions (glher than 16ans) {rom Ling 11{0}) v conees

{(b)  Total Conlnbution Retunds [10m UMY Z0(B)) ..vvmecsesmssnrmsrersens cosneamss sires -0- $ 5¢0.00
{¢;  NatContnbuvons (other than loans) (suttrmct Lma () rem &{a)) ... .. | § 117 ,355.41 § 165,590.60
7. Nut Operavng Expanditures
{a)  Total Querating Expandiures (rom Line 17] . i, $ 132,860.32 $ 152,307.92
{b+  Tolal Oftsgts o Uparating Expandituras (fFom Ling 14) . .. o e -{=- =0~
() Nat Opergling Expandituies (subract Ling 7(3) 1rom 7(a)} .ooooooooveocees $ 132,860.32 $ 152,307.92
Cuah an Hand ar Close of Reportng Pencd lirom Line 27) .. oo e e . | & 18, 182.68 Fot further Information
s tact:
Debts and Qbligations Owed T0 the Commilter o~
o Federal Elgcton Commusscn
T ] -(—
. lmamuze o on‘hcnsdute C andjor Scheduie D) . ... e 0 999 & Streel NW
10 Dabts snd Obligatione Gwed BY tha Commintog Washmgion, OC 20463
(ltamiczs alt on Schedute C and/or Schadute O) .« ...... e e | 8 1B,558.50 Toll Frge B0Q-423-9530
I certify that | have exarminad ihis Raport and (o ihe best of my knowlgdge and teliof s se rua, corrgat Local 2022192420
N R O] Pipad {4
Type or Pnat Narma of Treasurer B
]
Charleg Sederstrom, Jr. . . "‘
Signaturenl Aeasurer i Dale - I
o !
1/31/93 !

NOTE Submgsion of laise, elrloneous_ ar incamplete -nf;’maleoﬂ may subject the prersan sgming IS R8pon 10 the panamas af 2U 5.C §437g.

| I | ’ ’ | FEC FORM3
l

L__; ] {revised 4/87)
EHANGIY




SCHEDULE A @ ITEM. cED RECEIPTS m PAGE 18 of 40
Contributions from Individuals FOR LINE #:11l(a}) (i)
Any informat:ion copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold
or used for the purpose of soliciting contributions or for commercial
purposes, other than using the name and address of any political
committee to solicit contributions from such committee.

L o > e e s o o, ity T S T ks kA Ao S . s M- o " e e S S T kTR o s o m T At ot ot U i o ot i e Sy R =k o —
R

NAME OF COMMITTEE (In Full)

DON STENBERG FOR U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE FEC#: C00301549
Full Name, Mailing Add. & ZIP: Name of Employer: Date: Amount :
Rex Ekwall Riteway Oil and Gas, 09-08-95 100.00
8400 "I" Street 0 @—ommmmommsmmmm—o———eo—
Omaha NE 68127 Occupation:
———————————————————————————————— President 12-01-85 300.00
Receipt For: X Primary  General
Other (specify): ~—===—=-—-r——e-———co—
Aggregate YTD>400.00
Full Name, Mailing Add. & ZIP: Name of Employer: Date: Amount:
Terrl Vopnford ‘ 09-15~95 900.00
Route 2, Box LL 144 B s ey
Blair NE 68008 Occupation:
——————————————————————————————— Homemaker
Receipt For: X Primary  General
Other (specify): -—-=———s-—moe—m—m—e——
Aggregate YTD»900.00
Full Name, Mailing Add. & ZIP: Name of Emplover: Date: Amount :
Bill Marshall Information Requested(09-11-95 500.G0
2015 North Broadwell = 006—mmmessosseoe—o—oooe
Grand Island NE 68802 Occupation:
Recelpt For: X Primary  General
Cther (specify): ——-—=—=——=——o--————-—-
Aggregate YTD>500.00
Full Kame, Hailing Add. & ZIP: Name of Employer: Date: Amount:
William Grewcock Kiewit Construction 09-11-95 1000.00
2123 Mullen Road = =m—ome—eso—acam—e—eo
Omaha NE 68124 Occupation:

——————————————————————————————— Executive

Recelpt For: X Primary  General
Other (specify): -————————————me=o———-—

o e e o B S S} T i T i Pt Rk T S oy e T Ty A v et e S at
—$— g o P oo et




HEPORT OF RECEIPTS®IND DISBURSEMENTS

For An Authorired Committes
{Summary Page)

1. NAME OF COMMITTEE {in lutl)

DON STENBERG FOR U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE

ADDREBS (numbe: and streel) [ Check !f arttorant than previously reported.

P.O. BOX 80547

CrrY, BTATE and 21P CODE

LINCOLN

STATEDISTRICT

NE 683%01 NE

20 0 3 015 4 9’
3. IS THiS REPOAT AN AMENDMENTT

[} ves [x] wo

4. TYPE OF REPORT

D Aprit 16 Quanerly Report
D July 16 Quarierly Report elsclionon _

[] ociober 16 Quartery Rapont [] Thinisth day rapont ¢

[} January 31 Yoar End Repon

@ July 31 Mid-Yoar Report {Non-alection Year Only) D Tommination Repart

D Twaihth day report preceding

(Type of Blsttion) . . o
“Inthe Stats of ___

ollowing the Goneal Electlon on
=

g2

JUL 91

. inthe Slateof ____

\JECHETARY G,F‘ ST ATE

)

This repont containg

activity for [3 Primary Electron D Gonera! Election

D Special Elactlon D Runoff Elsction

SUNMARY
. COLUMN A COLUMN B
6.  Coverng Perioa 1/4 / 35 through 6 / 2_9__]__9_2___ This Pariod Calender Yosrdo-Datle
.
8. Net Contrbutions (other than loans)
(a}  Tols! Cermutlm\s {other then loans) (rom LING $1{8)} ..oerveeverrcciimnes $48B,735.19 =-548,735.19
t
(6}  Tolsl Conmtribution Refunds (from Line 20(d)] . crieectii st 500.00 500.00
(©)  Net Contrdbutions {othor than loung) (subtrect Line 6(b) from &(g)) ......... 48,235.19 48,235,119
7. Nt Opsmling Expenditures .
(8}  Totei Operating BExpendituras (rom LING 17} eeeceecnssenssssssisensens 19,447.60 19,447.60
{t)  Tolal Oisels to Sperating Expenditures (from Line 14) e . -0- -0~
_{c)__ Not Oporaling Expsnditures (subtract Line 7(D) from 7(8)) ..v...ooceriee 13,447.60 19.447.60
8. Cashon Hand at Class of Ropoding Pariad (from Line 27)... 33.787.59 Fﬁ.;l:;?r intarmation
o,  Osble snd Otﬂfuuﬂme Owed TO tha Comamitiao Federai E; sction Commission
o (hemiza all oa Schadulo C ant/or Schedule D) -0~ 999 E Strest, NW
10.  Debta ¢ and Quligations Owed BY the Commitiee Washington, DC 20463
{ftemnize i on Schedule G and/or Schedule D} . - 5. 000,00 Toll Frea §00-424-6530
Icsrﬂ!y that 1 have sxamined this Report and lo the bast of my knowladge and beliel it is lrue, correcl Local 202-21§-3420
&nd compielg.
Type or Print Name of Treasurer

Charlpss ¥. Sederstrom, 7.

-ﬁ!gr?ﬂ"r

“ogfas

NOTC Submigyion of lalse, orronooux, or Q’v:ompinlo information may subject the parson signing this Report to the penglties of 2 U.S.C. §4373.

FEC FORM 3

{ravised 4/87)

STOITE
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@ DeraiLED SUMMARY PAGED

of Receipts and Disbursements

{Page 2, FEC FORM 3)

Name o Commitiee {in fuil)

DON STENBERG_FOR _U.5

SENATE COMMITTEE

From 171/95

Report Cavering the Period:

To:  6/3G/95

. RECEIPTS

COLUMN A
Tatal This Period

COLUMN B
Calendar Year-To-Date

11, CONTRIBUTIONS {other than loans) FROM:
{a) Individuals/Persons Other Than Poiitical Committees

.

(i) hemized (use Schedule A)
(i} Uniternized .. q 940 00
{iif) Total of contribulions lrom mdnuduals ................................................................ A5 .182.75
(D) POIMICA] PArtY COMMIMEES .....oovcevvcrreveraseiorasss ersssisscestossas essesssssesnee s ssasssonmessssass ()= -0-
{c) Other Politica Committees {such as PACS) .oumvrenee 2.000.00 2,000.00
{d) ThE CANGIBAE ...vovrerereeesssessrrresrssermensssssassssssarsasssssaratenas . 1,552 44 1,552.44
(e) TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS {other than loans )(add 11(a)(iii), (b). (¢) and (@) ....... A8 735.19 | 48,735.19
- L L L e 2o e
12. TRANSFERS FROM OTHER AUTHORIZED COMMITTEES ...t S
13, LOANS: A 7
(2} Made or Guaranteed by the Candidate 5 000.00 5,000.00
{b) All Qther Loans -0~ -Q-
{c) TOTAL LOANS (add 13{a) and (b)) ............................. ,000.00 5,000.0
e o A A e o
14. OFFSETS TO OPERATING EXPENDITURES (Refunds. Rebates, 81C.) .....ocovmvneircinnirnenes 0- -0
L A
15. OTHER RECEIPTS (Dividends, INIErest, BIC.) i nsareses -0
T L, A e il
16. TOTAL RECEIPTS {add 11{e}, 12, 13(€). 14 @n0d 15) oot s
L RECEIPTS (add 11(e). 12, 13(e) 14 2nd 19) 53,735.19 ] 53,735.19
1. DISBURSEMENTS ////////
. PIRRr 02 P27 27 0T 7
. BES i ieeerereessessersan s iiesa ety st sheurs srssseRs s anasaarasabennanas
17. OPERATING EXPENDITURES 19,447.60 19,447.60
F///////////////////ﬁ//////W.r A A L
18. TRANSFERS TO OTHER AUTHORIZED COMMITTEES ..o _0-
19. LOAN REPAYMENTS: //// ////////// i
(a) Of Loans Made or Guaranteed by the Gandidale ... iininissnssisenns ~0- -0-
f0) OF Al OMEN LOBMS .vveeenircnnmiasssmasesessscssentssasises s sass s ettt ~-0- ~-0-
(¢) TOTAL LOAN REPAYMENTS (add 19{2) @n0 (B)) .oveniemmienns s s ~0- -0-
20. REFUNDS OF CONTRIBUTIONS TO: 7
(a) Individuals/Persons Other Than Political COMMIREES ....covuviimcrens e, 500.00 500.00
{b) Political Party COMMIMEES ...coveuierrimseciess sttt s snsss s st s s b —) -0~
{c) Other Political Committees (such as PACS} e, -0 ~Q-

{d) TOTAL CONTRIBUTION REFUNDS (add 20(a), (2) and {G)) ..ocevernierecrierininesinsns

500.

21. OTHER DISBURSEMENTS

-D=

500,00 00
o e aaaieizs

-0-

L e
22, TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS (add 17, 18, 19(c), 20(d} and 21} .ot $19,947.60 19,947 60
’ . .
Iif. CASH SUMMARY
23. CASH ON HAND AT BEGINMING OF REPORTING PERIQD ..ottt cassessass e 3 0
24, TOTAL RECEIPTS THIS PERIOD (from Ling 18} ..o e csemaesnnse s tanacs st sac s $
53 735,19
25, SUBTOTAL (add Line 23 8Nd LINE 24} ocir e rstssss s sse e ssssssns s rstssesrms tessasssss nsscaer s siparasssnss anes g 5
£32 735 1
26. TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS THIS PERIOD {10 LiNE 22} ..cccicviirierennsseimnetonvesomitens s incssses s s st ssnsarsosneanes 5
19,947 X4
27. CASH ON HAND AT CLOSE OF THE REPORTING PERIOD {subtract Ling 26 from 25) ... $
13 787 54

400172

Tk
1.
kR IV
Tt
11
114
14

13
130
1316

14

18

-]

24

"
-4



SCHEDULE A e ITEMIZED RECEIPTS PAGE 1 of 10
Contributions from Individuals LINE #:11(a) (1)
Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold
or used for the purpese of ~soliciting contributions or for commercial
purposes, cother than using the name and address of any political
committee to solicit contributions from such committee.

—— . T . S e T I {3 A S M G S TN . W . 2D W S T O M P S e et v L . P Par P S AP S G Spfg T W L S S S e Wy et S gy S AN Wk M v ek T o it St e Mo v .

DON STENBERG FOR U.S5. SENATE COMMITTEE FEC#: C00301549
E. A. Stenberg EMP:
100 Green Garden Drive Q0C: Retired
Madison NE 68748
: Primary 04-25-95 300.00
06~28-~95 100.00
YTD: S 400.00
C. B. Batchelder EMP:
1201 South 16th Street 00C: Retired
Omaha NE 68108

Primary 05~10-95 1000.00
YTD: § 1000.00

Jeanne Baumert EMP: Scribner Grain & Lumber
1009 Howard Street 00C: Elevator Manager
Scribnrer NE 68507
Primary 04-06-95 500.00
YTD: $ 500.00
Charles Peterson EMP:
HC 69 Box 114 _ 0CC: Self Employed.
Atkinson NE 68713
Primary 05~09-95 100.00
06~28-95 100.00
YTb: $§ 200.00
Bob Bennie EMP: FEdward D. Jones & Co.
1627 0ld Glory Road 00C: Investment Manager
Lincoln NE 68521
Primary 06-~29-95 500.00
¥YTD: § 500.00
Robert Anderson EMP: Anderson Management Svec.
1111 Lincoln Mall 00C: President
Lincoln NE 68508
Primary 06-29-95 200.00
YTD: $§ 200.00 3

SUBTOTAL OF RECEIPTS THIS PAGE- == - —m e e e e e e e e e > (OPTIONAL)



SCHEDULE A ITEMIZED RECEIPTS , PAGE 2 of 10
Contributions from Individuals LINE #:11(a){i)
Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold
or used for the purpecse of soliciting contributions or for commercial
purposes, other than using the name and address of any political
committee to solicit contributions from such committee.

————_— o ——— i — - T —— i Tt o T — iy T AL i} T il e Sl o i o S . i e e S Y, Ty " Mt . i I — 7. i oy 4 -

DON STENBERG FOR U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE FEC#: C00301549
Richard Abramson EMP: Prairie Systems
1544 Skyline Drive 00C: President
Elkhorn NE 68022
: Primary 05-10~95 500.00
YTD: § 500.00 _
Michael Jensen EMP: Great Plains
Box 500 00C: President
Blair NE 68008
Primary 06-16-95 250.00
06~28~95 250.00
YTD: § 500.00
Archibald Weaver EMP: Weaver & Merz
Box 569 00C: Attorney
Falls City NE 68355
Primary 04-28-95 300.00
06-28-95 200.00
YTD: $ 500.00
Jack Vetter EMP: Vetter Health Services
12614 Sky Park Drive - 00C: President
Omaha NE 68137
Primary 05-10-95 500.00
YTD: § 500.00
Joe Knievel EMP: Rnievel‘’s Inc.
Rt. 1 Box 95 Q0C: CEOQ
Neligh NE 68756
Primary 05-25-95 200.00
YTD: § 200.00 .
Fred Bosselman EMP: Bosselmans‘s Truck Stops
2717 Cottonwood Drive 00C: Owner
Grand Island NE 68801

Primary 06-08-95 10006.00
YTD: § 1000.00

P

SUBTOTAL QF RECEIPTS THIS PAGE~-~=—mr—rmmem e v e — > (OPTIONAL
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SCHEDULE A @ ITEMIZED RECEIPTS m PAGE 3 of 10
Contributions from Individuals LINE #:11(a}) (i}
Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold
or used for the purpose of.soliciting contributions or for commercial
purposes, other than using the name and address of any peclitical
committee to solicit contributions from such committee.

- ——— s P S iy —— — . o S S " A T A S W . e fnh . e T D B e i S S MS S SO, e o e ey . b, L e A Y e S S S S vy Aoy o S s

DON STENBERG FOR U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE FEC#: C00301549
Glenn LeDioyt EMP:
1311 South 91st Avenue 00C: Retired
Omaha NE 68124
Primary 06-08-95 250.00
YTD: § 250,00
Sheri Idelman EMP:
3070 South 99th Avenue O0C: Homemaker
Omaha NE 68124
Primary 04~06-95 250.00
YTD: § 250.00
Steven Idelman EMP: Idelman Telemarketing
3070 South 99th Avenue 00C: President
Omaha NE 68124

Primary 06-26-95 1000.00
YTD: § 1000.00

Rufus Amis EMP: R.T.A. Company
6441 Irvington Road 00C: President
Omaha NE 68134 =
Primary 06-16-95 500.00
¥TD: § 500.00
John Brouilette EMP: Thousand Adventures
Route 3, Box 85D 00C: Supervisor
Blair NE 68008

Primary 06-28~95 1000.00
YTD: $ 1000.00

mtr e oo e ey e

John Bookout: - EMP: Woodman of the World
9867 Devonshire Drive Q0C: Ezxecutive
Omaha NE 68114
Primary 05-23-95 250.00
YTD: ] 250.00

SUBTOTAL OF RECEIPTS THIS PAGE-——=—~-—wm - e e e e e > (OPTIONAL)



SCHEDULE A

@ ITEMIZED RECEIPTS
Contributions from Individuals

PAGE 4 of 10
LINE #:11(a) (i)

e et o S T Yok e e S T TS Y T S W S - . Y e L W THE Mo 0 M U ST T i . (A B SR L Ay et ST TS S AL - A 0T 0% I S S SI8 W S e S e Al Ak e oy i S Tk

Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold
or used for the purpose of-~soliciting contributions or for commercial
purposes, other than using the name and address of any political
committee to solicit contributions from such committee.

. o o AR A B e e T R A R Bm ek W S Y Wy WP R S A e g e . S A P S A W e Wh ] A T " —an T T . S S " — e ——— " Al fum B o e

DON STENBERG FOR U.S5. SENATE COMMITTEE FEC#: C00301549
John Binning EMP: Self
1512 Skyline Drive 00C: Attorney
Lincoln NE 68506 _
Primary 04-28-95 500.00
YTb: § 500.00
Alice Licht EMP: Anderson Management
Box 30247 00C: Vice President
Lincoln NE 68503
Primary 06-29-95 200.00
YTD: $ 200,00
Leif Vopnford EMP:
Route 1 00C: Student
Fort Calhoun NE 68025
Primary 06~28-95 1000.00
YTb: § 1000.00
Neil Young EMP: Cozad Telephone Company
212 wWest 19th Street 0CC: Manager
Cozad NE 69130 e
Primary 06-08-95 1000.00
YTD: § 1000.00
Mike Whealy EMP: First Data Resources
659 J.E. George Blvd. OCC: Attorney
Cmaha NE 68132
Primary 06-08-95 500.00
YTD: $ 500.00
William Bauer EMP:
1117 Piedmont Road 00C: Retired
Lincoln NE 68510
Primary 06-29-95 200.00
YTD: 8§ 200.00
SUBTOTAL, OF RECEIPTS THIS PAGE--———m— s e e e > (OPTIONAL)



SCHEDULE A @ ITEMIZED RECEIPTS 0 PAGE 5 of 10
Contributions from Individuals LINE #:11(a) (i)
Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold
or used for the purpose of~soliciting contributions or for commercial
purposes, other than using the name and address of any political
committee to solicit contributions from such committee.

v i e b e L Bt W B U Wy A S Sy S e S —— A 0 S et S T S W St G S S o S S .t L . A Wy ——_ N {— o Yy T W T e S Tk B T s e gy T SR A i

DON STENBERG FOR U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE FEC#: C00301549
william Morrow EMP: Erickson & Sederstrom
One Merrill Lynch Plaza 00C: Aftorney
Cmaha NE 68114
: Primary 06-13-95 500.00
YTD: § 500.00
Talton Anderson EMP: Baxter Chrysler Plymouth
677 North 56th Street OCC: President
Omaha NE 68132
Primary 06-29-95 500.00
YTDh: § 500.00
Sam Grimminger EMP: Hawk Enterprises
716 South Stuhr Road O0C: President
Grand Island NE 68801
Primary 06-29-95 500.00
YTD: § 500.00
Sam Saad, Jr. EMP: Sam Saad and Associates
401 North 114th Street 00C: President
Omaha NE - 68154 e
Primary 06-26-95 500.00
YTb: § 500.00
James Moore EMP: Mega Corporation
4540 North 216th Street 00C: President
Elkhorn NE 68022

Primary 06-16~95 10006.00
YTD: § 1000.00

o o e e e e i, e e

James Hebenstreit EMP: Bartlett and Company
1016 West 58th Street 00C: Executive
Kansas City MO 64113
Primary 04-07-95 500.00
06-30~35 300.00
06-06~95 182.75

IN-KIND (Catering)
YTD: § 992.75

o et et e

SUBTOTAL OF RECEIPTS THIS PAGE~—=———eme s e e e e e > (OPTIONAL)
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SCHEDULE A ITEMIZED RECEIPTS 6 of 10
Contributions from Individuals LINE #:11(a) (1)
Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold
or used for the purpose of-soliciting contributions or for commercial
purposes, other than using the name and address of any political
committee to solicit contributions from such committee.
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DON STENBERG FOR U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE FEC#: C00301549
Dan Karmazin EMP: Self-employed
1500 North 43rd Street 00C: Dentist
Norfolk NE 68701
‘ Primary 06-08-95 200.00
YTD: § 200.00
Dan Bolen EMP: Commerce Bancshares
6105 High Drive 00C: Senior Vice Pres.
Mission Hills KS 66208
Primary 06-08-95 200.00
YID: $§ 200.00
Ron Lockard EMP: T.M.I.
815 "K" Street 00C: OCwner
Lincoln NE 68508
Primary 06-08-95 250.00
YTD: S 250.00
Anne Stuart Batchelder EMP:
6875 State Street Q0C: Retired
Omaha NE 68152 e

Primary 05-10-895 1000.00
YTD: § 1000.00

e e ey e ey e b et e

Jane Bunt EMP: Buntel Communications
680 Hillcrest Drive 00C: Executive
Blair NE 68008

Primary 06-16-95 1000.00
YTD: § 1000.00

s et e

Lyan Vopnford EMP: Thousand Adventures
P.0O. Box 45 OCC: Sales, Payroll
Blair NE 68008

Primary 06-28-95 1000.00
ITD: § 1000.00

SUBTOTAL OF RECEIPTS THIS PAGE-==——-———m——mcommmmmmmmmmmmmem > (OPTIONAL)



SCHEDULE A @ ITEMIZED RECEIPTS 0 PAGE 7 of 10
Contributions from Individuals LINE #:11(a) (i)
Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold
or used for the purpose of.soliciting contributions or for commercial
purposes, other than using the name and address of any political
committee to solicit contributions from such committee.
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DON STENBERG FOR U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE FEC#: C00301549
Kenneth Morrison EMP: Morrison Enterprises
P.0O. Box 609 00C: President
Hastings NE 68901
Primary 05-16-95 1000.00
YTD: § 1000.00
Kenneth Vopnford EMP: Thousand Adventures
P.0. Box 45 00C: Vice President
Blair NE 68008
Primary (G6-28-95 1000.00
YTD: $§ 1000.00
Tony Raimondo EMP: Behlen Manufacturing
1657 West Calle Colombo 00C: President
Columbus NE 68601
Primary 06-29-95 500.00
YTD: § 500.00
Barbara Vopnford, Sr. EMP: Thousand Adventures, Inc.
Box 471 00C: Quwner
Blair NE 68008 .

Primary 04-06-95 = 1000.00
YTD: § 1000.00

Chris Vopnford EMP: Thousand Adventures
P.0. Box 301 00C: Sales
Blair NE 68008

Primary 06~28-95 1000.00
YTD: § 1000.00

Carclyn Heoegemeyer EMP: Hoegemayer Hybrids, Inc.
Rural Route 2, Box 127 0o0oC: C.E.O.
Hooper NE 68031
Primary 04-07-95 250.00
06-28~95 250.00
¥YTD: § 500.00

SUBTOTAL OF RECEIPTS THIS PAGE-r~ = e e > (OPTIONAL)
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SCHEDULE A 0 ITEMIZED RECEIPTS e PAGE 8 of 10
Contributions from Individuals LINE #:11(a) (i)
Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold
or used for the purpose of.soliciting contributions or for commercial
purposes, other than using the name and address of any political
committee to solicit contributions from such committee.

e A A S A b S R S AU T A AL S i W e A WSO k. GO My S A o D et oy S M S s T e e S e S A T T S S S Sy . A —— Ty k3 WP b A A e —

DON STENBERG FOR U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE FEC#: C00301549
Barry Fanders EMP: Univ. NE Medical Center
104 South 90th Street 00C: Physician

Omaha NE 68114
: Primary 06-29-395 1000.00

YTD: $ 1000.00

o e s e e S — o

Gary Blinn EMP: Self-employed
2605 Maple Street 00C: Beer Wholesaler
Norfolk NE 68701
Primary 05-01-95 250.00
YTD: § 250.00 ‘
Joseph Pfeister EMP: Pfeister & Associates
2800 Woodmen Tower 00C: Executive
Omaha NE 68102
Primary 05-02-95 500.00
YTD: $§ 500.00 *Refunded Contribution
Russell Brehm EMP: Donglas Theatre Co.
1300 "P" Street O0C: Owner
Lincoln NE 68508 e
- Primary 04-18-95 = 500.00
YTDh: § 500.00
Kathie Brouilette EMP: Thousand Adventures, Inc.
Rt. 3, Box 85D 00C: Executive
Blair HE 68008

Primary 06-28-35 1600.00
YTD: § 1000.00

4

Betty Jones EMP: The Cancer Center
16310 “L™ Street 00C: Assistant
Omaha NE 68135

Primary 06-30-95 1000.00
YTD: § 1000.00

SUBTOTAL OF RECEIPTS THIS PAGE-—~w—mwrme o o e e e > (OPTIONAL)
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Contributions from Individuals LINE #:11(a) (i)
Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold
or used for the purpose of_soliciting contributions or for commercial
purpeses, other than using the name and address of any political
committee to solicit contributions from such committee.
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DON STENBERG FOR U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE FEC#: C00301549
Doug Steenblock EMP: Self-employed
Route 3, Box 186V Q0C: Contractor
Fremont NE 68025
: Primary 04-06-95 500.00
06-28-95 500.00
YTD: 3 i000.00
Douglas Jones EMP: The Cancer Center
16310 "L* Street 00C: Medical Doctor
Omaha NE 68135
Primary 06-30-95 1000.00
YTD: § 1000.00
Panl Bartlett, Jr. EMP: Bartlett Grain and Co.
4800 Main Street 00C: President
Kansas City MO 64112
Primary 06-30-95 1000.00
YTD: § 1000.060
Paul DeBruce EMP: DeBruce Grain, Inc.
5816 North Norton 0O0C: President B
Gladstone MO 64119 -
Primary 06-26-95 1000.00
YTD: § 1000.00
David Vopnford, Sr. EMP: Thousand Adventures
Box 471 Q0C: Owner-CEO
Blair NE 68008

Primary 04-06-95 1600.G0
YTD: 3§ 1000.00

David Samson EMP: Thousand Adventures
1790 Nebraska Street 00C: Constructor
Blair NE 68008
Primary 06-28-395 500.00
YrD: S 500.00

SUBTOTAL OF RECEIPTS THIS PAGE===m=mmmme oo oo > (OPTIONAL)



SCHEDULE A @ ITEMIZED RECEIPTS e PAGE 10 of 10
Contributions from Individuals LINE #:11{a) (i)
Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold
or used for the purpose of~soliciting contributions or for commercial
purposes, other than using the name and address of any political
committee to solicit contributions from such committee.
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DON STENBERG FOR U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE FEC#: C00301549
Royce Harper EMP: State of Nebraska
4000 South 56th Street 00C: Attorney
Lincoln NE 68506
Primary 05-01-95 100.00
06-30-95 100.00
YID: $§ 200.00
TOTAL This Period (last page this line number)----- > § 35242.75

SUBTOTAL OF RECEIPTS THIS PAGE-——-rr—m— e e e > (OPTIONAL)



SCHEDULE A e ITEMIZED RECEIPTS ‘ PAGE 1 of 01
Contributions from Other Political Committees LINE #:11(c)
Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold
or used for the purpose of- soliciting contributions or for commercial
purposes, other than using the name and address of any political
committee to solicit contributions from such committee.
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Comm. to Elect Carl Hawkinson
1577 North Prairie Street
Galesburg IL 61401
Primary 06-28-95 1000.00
YTD: $§ 1000.006 (Permissible Funds)
E and S Political Committee
10330 Regency Parkway Drive

Omaha NE 68114

Primary 06-16-95 1000.00
YTD: $ 1000.00
TOTAL This Period (last page this line number)----- > 8 2000.00

SUBTOTAL OF RECEIPTS THIS PAGE-~m——mr—w—mar e e e e et e e > (OPTIONAL)
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Contributions from the Candidate . LINE #:11¢4)
Bny information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold
or used for the purpose of~soliciting contributions or for commercial
purposes, other than using the name and address of any political
committee to solicit contributions from such committee.
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DON STENBERG FOR U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE FEC#: C00301549
Don Stenberq EMP: State of Nebraska
6107 South 25th Street 0OQ0C: Attorney General

Lincoln NE 68521

Primary 06-30-95 1552.44
¥YTD: § 1552.44

e e mm e o e

TOTAL This Period (last page this line number)----- > 5 1552.44

SUBTOTAL OF RECEIPTS THIS PAGE==wmmm—mm oo e > (OPTIONAL)
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Loans Made or Guaranteed by the Candidate LINE #:13(a)

Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold
or used for the purpose of. soliciting contributions or for commercial
purposes, other than using the name and address of any political
committee to solicit contributions from such committee.
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DON STENBERG FOR U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE FEC#: C00301549
Don Stenberg EMp: State of Nebraska
6701 South 25th Street 00C: Attorney General

Lincoln NE 68521
: Primary 03-01-95 $5000.00
{Personal Funds)

YTD: § 5000.00

p.

-

.

TOTAL This Period (last page this line number)----- > § 5000.00

SUBTOTAL QF RECEIPTS THIS PAGE-—~—-—=m——rwrer e m s e e e > (OPTIONAL}
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ebraska Opted Against Aﬂﬁma&_mﬁm

BY ROBYNN TYSVER
WORLI-HERALD BUREAU
Lincoln — As other states rushed 1o
file consumer fraud lawsuits against-
Thousand Adventures [nc,, Nebraska

Attorney General Don Stenberg's of- -

fice chose instead to mediate disputes.
between campers and (be company.

His opponent, Democrat Pat Knapp |
of Lincoln, wants to know whetber the
$15,000 donated to Stenberg from {993
to 1995 by the company's owners and -
employees — including a 12-year-old’
boy — contributed to Nebraska's lack
of Jegal action. :

“His consumer-fraud division is a
consumer fraud,” Knapp said.

Stenberg, who is seeking a third term
in November, countered that Knapp's
“negative campaign of personal at-
tacks” is an attempt to divert volers' at-
tention from the 1ssues. He said his of-
fice never saw a reason to file a lawsuit
against the former Blair, Neb.-based

noa._wng.

“The conduct of the campgrounds
may be different in dilTerent states,”
Stenberg said. “We never had a case

that my stalT feit would E_uvo: the fil- ©

ing of a lawsuit.”

ousand Adventures left a trail of
disgruntled campers and creditors in its
wake when # was forced into bank-
suptey in 1997, About 70,000 campers
signed up as members at a cost of
about $6,000 cach to gain access to the
company’s 58 campgrounds.

Things went from bad to worse as
the company failed to maintain or keep
some campgrounds Open, prompling
several states to file consumer (raud
lawsuits and shut down the company's
ability to selt memberships.

David Vopaford, the former owner
of Thousand Adventures, is a conserva-
tive Republican interested in state
races. He, six other family members
and three company employees donated
a total of $14,500 during Stenberg's re-
election bid in 1994 and his failed Sen-
ate bid in 1995.

They also allowed Stenberg to use
their family airplane in [994.

The family members often gave $1.-
000 — the maximum allowed under
federal election laws. Yopnford's
grandson, Leif Vopnford of Blair, was

‘money was nol given to them

about 12 when he gave Stenberg 31,000
on June 28, 1995. ’ :

Minors are allowed to contribute 1o -

campaigns as long as they understand
what they are doing and as uonm as the
or that
purpose, said lan Stirton, a spokesmaa
for the Federal Election Commission in
Washington. . .
Stenberg said he was not aware that
he had such a young fan. *You don't
always meet your contributors,” he
said. o
He also said he never intervened on
behalf of Vopnford with his office’s
consumer-fraud division and, alihough
Nebraska never filed a suit, it. did col-
fect $73.000 from the company for 33
disgruntled campers. .
In contrast, lowa filed a consumer
fraud complaint against Thousand Ad-

ventures and won an out-of-court set--

tlement in which the company prom-
ised to release its members {rom
fucther contract obligations.

Doug Napier of Fort Madison, Jowa,
wishes
lowa, Ohio, New York, North Carolina
and Kansas' lead in filing lawsuits. Na-

ebraska wauld have followed

.. pier is the attorney in chafge of a class-

action suit on behalf of Thousand Ad-
ventures’ 70,000 members: ¢ v
-“If.the Nebraska Atlorney General's
Office had investigated and closed
down the Nebraska home office, it
im_.:a have had the rippie nnmﬁ of pro-
viding protection {o people throughout
the _\mum& States,” wamm_. said. m: .
- Gretchen Pettit of Lincoln “also
wishes that MNebraska had filed suit.
She recently filed a cornplaint with the
Stenbergs consumer-fraud  division.

"She wanls it lo do something about the

bill collectors trying to force her to
make payments on her campground
cootract even though Thousand Ad-
ventures — the company she signed

- with — is in bankruptcy court.

Stenberg’s office mailed her comr
plaint to Travel America, the company
that now operates or owns about 20 of
Thousand  Adventures’ 38 camp-
grounds. The consumer-fraud division
then mailed Travel America’s answer
back to Pettit.

Pettit wasn’t happy. “We deserve
some legal representation from our
state officials,” she said. :




Campers P

Creditors m,Hm 55@ o cused of trying to collect money from
S . : campers who had signed contracts with
collect a campground the defunct company.

Doug Napier, the Fort Madison,
Towa, attorney whe filed a class-action
lawsuit on behalf of Thousand Adven-
tures” 70,000 merabers, says the collec-
tion effort being reported across the
nation is an attempt lo take advantage

corppany’s debts from
c mers unaware of

- its bankruptcy &E\&W.ﬂ. .

BY ROBYNN TYSVER of senior citizens and would-be-retirees

WORLD-HERALD BUREAL who dreamed of cruising from camp-
‘Lincoln — Thousand Adventures ground to campground in their RVs.

Inc. is dead. He said these campets are under no

-obligation to continue with the new,
smaller company, Travel America Inc.,
unless they want too. “(But) It's never
made clear to them that it's a new of-
fer,” he said.

The former Nebraska campground.
company that sported Lear jets and
courted politicians now exists only in

. bankruptcy court after years of battling
. creditors and consumer-fraud lawsuits.

! But the company that ended up with’
" Thousand Adventures’ property is ac- memberships to 38 campgrounds now

Meantime, campers who bought’

inched in ]

B Nebraska opted against a consuiner-
fraud lawsuit after a Blair, Neb., camp-
ground company's banknuptcy caused
grief for some campers. Page 17,

are lefl with 20 SEn%Ecsam -— more
if they wanl 1o pay added fees — and
no assurances that those witl continue

1o exist.

Napier and the Tawyer for the Thou-"
sand Adventures bankruptcy trustee in
Cedar Rapids, lowa, Dan Childers, be-
lieve it’s only a matter of time before
all the former Thousand Adventure
campgrounds revert back to the bank-
ruptcy court and are sold to pay credit-
ors. Childers has filed suit to try to
make that happen.

An attorney for Travel America, Mi-
chael Mallaney of Des Moines, denied

>roperty Shuffle

that Travel America obtained the
campgrounds in violation " of bank-
Eﬂ&;ﬁ. :

e said the transfers were made by

Thousand Adventures subsidiaries in

individual states to Travel America in_

exchange for assuming any debt on the

Eﬁxn.&. .
nmma.:nagvorifrn ﬁqo?ﬂm
transfers was 10 keep the campgroun
open for the campers, At least one
judge in OChio has approved the trans-
fer, he said.

Mallaney also said Travel America
was not collecting on Thousand Ad-
venture contracts but, as campground
wvﬂ.mar was collecting membership

ees.

“As [ understand it,” he said, “if for-
mer members of any of these subsidiar-

T

ies want to use the Travel America
camp system, those systems are avail-
able in exchange for what is cailed a
membersiip fee.”

A number of companies bought-

-Thousand Adventure campgrounds for.

as little as $1 or the cost of property’
taxes owed after the Blair, Neb., com-
pany was forced into bankruptcy last
year, Childers said. :

Gretchen Pettit is one of the un-.
happy campers who was unaware of,
the mnﬁrE?nu‘ case. ‘

“We were led to believe that Thou-
sand Adventures just changed s
name,” she said.

The Lincoln woman said she fielded
a telepbone call this spring from a .

See CAMPGROUNDS Page 17




CAMPGROUNDS -
. . Bankruptcy Fiasco -
Comes at Expense
Of Campers

Continued from Page 15

sajesman named Bill Jones of Weeping
Water, Neb. The 64-year-old said that
Jones demanded that she and her hus-
band, Ivan, continue to make their $70
moathly payments.

Pettit 15 worried that Thombhaven,
her favorite campground in Weeping
Waler, won't be open for long. =~

"He was very rude. He threatened
me,” Pettit said. “He said, ‘We know
where you live. Don't be late with your

Eﬁ.ﬁna.. " .

ousand Adventures wasn't always
. Petiit’s nightmare. The company had a
" hopeful beginning in 1982 when David

Yopnlord of Blair decided to capitalize

on the RV craze by selling member-

ships 1o a group of campgrounds in 21

states.

For about $6,000, campers would
have access to 58 campgrounds.

., Childers said " it appeared that
7. Vopnford started the SEWmE\ in good
faith but was consumed by debt. His

one mistake, Childers believes, was a

penchant for luxury.

“The money spent on yachts and
Lear jets, that was very imprudent to
say the Jeast,” Childers said.

. Yopnford's Em.w_mﬁ le included two

Learjetsanda $ yacht, which is

now the focus of a search by a lawyer

hired by the bankrupicy trustee.

A Republican, Vopnford also was
known (o contribute heavily to GOP
candidates.

Vopaford now is believed to be man-
aging a Mississippi campground. He

did not have a fisted phone number in
Picayune. the town where he was be-
lieved to be living last. ,

The good times began to come apart
when Vopnford failed to secure a loan
to keep the business mO.Em. said John
O'Hanlon, his former Blair attorney.

For several years in the mid-1 .
: consumer-fraud divisions in 21 states
" battled with Thousand Adventures,
forcing the closure of campgrounds,
forbidding the company frem selling

- get anythin

additional memberships and winning
monelary settiements, said Ben Bellus,
assistant attorney general in lowa,

In 1997, the company was forced
into  bankruptcy. i”n campgrounds
were then moved into Travel Amerita,
of which the exact ownership remains
unknown, Childers said. .

Because of the property transfers,
Thousand Adventures was then able to
claim only 31,600 in assets and $70 mil-
lion in debt in bankruptey court.

Childers believes the transfers were
orchestrated by Vopnford's creditors.
“It would appear Mr, Vopnlord didn't
personal out of these
transfers,” Childers said.

The idea behind the property shuffle
was 10 keep the campgrounds open as
long as possible and out of the hands of
the bankruptey court in order to allow
creditors to coilect from campers, said
Napier, the attorney for the class ac-
(1on sult.

He said Travel America knows it's
only a matter time before the campfires
are extinguished permanently at the 20
remaining TAI campgrounds. I still
believe that's their plan,” Napier said.
“They haven't been pulling money
back into the campgrounds.”

Mallaney, Travel America’s lawyer,
said: “| think that's Mr. Napier's alle-
gation and [ think Travel America
would deny that.” Ray Novelli, presi-
dent of Travel America in Irvine,
Calif,, could not be reached for com-
ment. | L -
Childers' said there is testimony 1o
support Napier's claim. He said two
men — including David Vopnford -
have testified that the purpose of
Travel America was {o make sure the

3 :

creditors could continue to collect from’

campers, C

The bankruptey trustee would like to
inform campers about the bankruptcy
proceedings but  can't  becanse ' 1t
doesn't have a membership list, Child-
ers said. R _

~atlorney general infowa. -

. Travel Aanerica has refused the trus-

tee’s request for a list of members,
prompting the trustee lo go 10 court to
try (0 force the company 1o release the
list, he said. . ‘

America also has refused to identify —
continue to collect from campers, he
said. .

One creditor has hired Resort Mar-
keting Inc. of Weeping Water to collect
on the contracts. The company is
owned by David Vopnford’s son and
daughter-in-law, Ken and Lynn Vopa-
ford.

Lynn Vopnford said she and her
husband are not involved with Travel
America and are working only as con-
tractors. She said she did not remember
the creditor’s name.

The creditor betieves that although
Thousand Adventures is bankrupt, the
customers still have 2 membership with
Travel America, Lynn Vopnford said.

“They're owed thal money,” she said.

“These members still have a contract.”

But several states, including lowa,
New York and Kansas, have been ag-
gressive in pursuing consumer com-
—v_u::m and have ordered that such col-

“lections stop.

In lowa, for example, neither Travel
America nor the creditors can“collect
unless customers willingly and know-
ingly agree to transfer their member-
ship to Travel America as a result of a
seltlement with, the state’s consumer-
fraud division, said Bellus, the assistant

LA
Bellus said this fall he learned about.
a letter sent from “T.A.L Collections™
of Weeping Waler 1o an'lowa camper,
The letter mformed a couple that up-
less they paid on their Travel America
contract, their Thousand Adventure ac-
count would become “due and pay-
able.” T -
Many people respond to such tactics

. - because they fear that if they don’t pay
Meantime, creditors ~— whom Travel .

Travel America, their credit-will be ru-
ined. Bellus said. X -

.- Bellus said he quickly ..«,Soﬂo a letter

to Travel America and to Resort Mar-
keting, ordering them 1o stop collection
ellorts.

“We are very well aware of Travel
America and we are' watching them,”
he said. . :

Lynn Vopaoford said she did not
know of any such letter sent by the
Weeping Water office. She also did not
know thal the company was not

-allowed to collect in Iowa and said she

had not seen Bellus® letter.

Vopnford said the whole misadven-
ture with the campground has been dif-
ficult for her family.

“We're trying 1o start over again,”
she said. “We lost a ot just like other
people losi a lot. The hardest thing is
everybody associates our last name
with Thousand Adventures, You say
your last name sometimes to people
and they cringe. It's very, very tough.”
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Thousand Aa:es,/ Inc. |

A Sample of the Litigation B-rought by Attorneys Tkneral Arcund the Country

Yowa — The Jowa Attorney General filed a consurmer fraud Jawsuit in 1996 agamst Thousand
Adventures, Inc., a Nebraska-based compagy operating memb::rshxp campgrounds across the
country. The Iowa AG’s lawsuit alleged that TAI made false aud deceptive statements about the
value of memberships aod about consumers’ abﬂrty to obtain refunds or sell their memberships.
Under a consent judgment filed August 1, 1997, m Polk Coum;y District Cowrt in Des Moines,
TAI s required to resolve mmnerous complaints and alleged violations of the consumer fraud act.
Also under the judgment, TAI will pay more than $50,000 in penﬂltms and costs of investigation,
and for consumer education. i

The consent judgment does not resolve a private class action being pursued on behalf of
campground mwembers by Douglas Napier, an attorney in Ft. Madison, Towa.

|
Xansas — The Kansas Attorney General filed 2 consumer fraud lawsuit in January 1996 against
TAI alleging deceptive sales acts. The Court issued an order restmmmg TAI from collecting or
attempting to collect on instaliment contracts. |

|

New York — The New York Attorney General filed suit agamsi TAI because TAI continued to
opcrate after it bad been condemned. A court order prohibited the salc of memberships and
ordered refunds to thousands of families that bought memberships. The order also barred TAI
from doing business in New York. The New York Attorney General reported he was sending
mfonmation to Attorneys General m other states where TAI dpes busimess.

North Carolins -- The North Carolina Attorney General sucgessfully brought suit agamst TAI
for consumer fraud, winoing a judgment against TAI for $75, 000 plus $10,000 fees and other
remedies. i

BACKGROUND GN TAI |

|
TAI is a Nebraska corporation headquartered in Blair, Nebraska; the company is owned by David
Vopnford and his wife Barbara.
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Gmed - News Release — Tum= 5521665

For immediate relesse — Friday, Azgost 1, 1997, ‘
Miller: Consumer Fraud Lawsuit Against Campgroun]'d Company Resolved

Thounsand Adventures operates membership campgrounds o ! Marshalltown, Knoxville, Qsceola,
and Lake Rathbuu

DES MOINES. Attomey General Tom Miller said Friday that his affice has resolved a consumer faud
lawsuit brought against Thousend Adventures, Jnc., aNebraska%nased company that operates four
membership campgrounds in lowa near Marshalltown, Knoxville, Qsceola, and Lake Rathbmn.

Miller's lawsuit had alleged that Thousand Adventures made false and deceptive statements about the
value of memberships — which typically cost consumers from $3,000 to $6,000 — and about consumers'
ability to obtain refunds or sell their membership

"The campgrounds will remain open, and that's good," Miller said. '{'Ihe company will chimge MUBETOUS
practices that violated lowa's consumer fraud act, and it will pay the State over $50,000 in penalties and
casts of investigation, and for consumer education.” j‘ '

Miller said a formel consent judgment was filed Friday moming in EiCowrtyDisnictOourtchs
Moincs. Under the agreement, Thousand Adventures is under courﬁ' order to resolve mamerous
complaints and alleged viclations of the consumer fraud act: ,

» Cancellation. Thousand Adventures must mmadmtely can::limcmbcrshxps and release persons
from firrther liability if they requested cancellation. The company had denied such requests and
continued to bill members. The company also is obligated to make;timely payments to customers
who had re-sale agrecmnents, and to catch up on any past- dufpaymeuts 0 CUStOmETS.

* Changing terms in contracts. Thousand Adventures ]Spmhibfted from unilaterally changing any
material terms in merobership coniracts. Jowsns had comp! _tﬁatth:compwybadimposed
uncxpected, additional charges 1o members.

= Debt collection practices. Thousand Adventures must avoid jllegal debt collection prac:tice:s and
correct wrfavorable: credit reports the company had generates wnh credit reporting agencics.

* Consumer complaints. Existing and firture consumer compla.iptsmnstbe resolved within 30 days,

¢ Campground maintenance. Alifacﬁmﬁmustbemamtamedq good and safe working order.

® Misrcpresentations. Tbccompanymprohihnedfmmunsrepq jons. Miller's suit had alleged
that the conq;anytomedncwcmnpgmtmdﬁcﬂmmthatdxd ptcmﬂ, and misrepresented the
quality or odds of receiving particular gifts:or prizes that me nsed as mduocmeuts for people to
visit the campgrounds and listen to sales pitches.

The conseat judgment also inchudes an enforcemént "hamner,” Miler said. The Court retains jurisdistion,
and,xfthcoompanyvmhtesthetetmsofthcagxwmrrt,ttcanbe dercldtostopallbusinesinlowa,
pay $200,000 to the State, and release customers: from their com:m‘%s i

The consent judgment does not resolve a private class action that i i bcmg pursued on behalf of
campground members by Douglas Napicr, an attorney in Ft. Madispn. ‘




